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INTRODUCTION

EUROCLIO, The European Association of History Educators, was established as an iNGO in 1993 to 
defend and promote responsible history teaching as an essential subject in the education of young 

people .  The Association views history as the most important school subject for the political and civic 
development of young people. It is the most structured channel for developing historical awareness of 
societies, thus contributing to societal advancement in a constructive manner. History, however, has 
also been a subject open to negative interference; through propaganda and political indoctrination. 
No other school subject leads to such emotional debate in society, in politics and in the media. In the 
recent past, there are still many examples of how History can be misused for petty political objectives. 

EUROCLIO affirms that the past does not stop at national borders and that history education has a 
significant impact on how people look at the 
world around them. The Association propa-
gates an approach to history education that 
smoothes out the ragged edges of nation-
alism and other ideologies, deconstructing 
historical myths and negative stereotypes 
putting traditional enemy-images into per-
spective. Moreover, EUROCLIO focuses on 
both diminishing tensions between coun-
tries and also tries to bring together differ-
ent communities within countries by ex-
ploring the sometimes painful past through 
a safe environment and through a professionally guided and closely monitored process. In or-
der to achieve these ambitions, school history demands responsible well-rounded professionals. 

Most countries in Europe, and indeed beyond, have strong nationally-oriented history curric-
ula and textbooks. The added value of EUROCLIO is that it has been bringing together since 1993 
thousands of history, heritage and citizenship educators and historians from Europe and beyond 
to cross-border discuss and practice an all-inclusive approach to the study of the past. Such an ex-
change of ideas and perspectives is vital for the development of a European sense of belonging as 
basis for European citizenship in the 21st century. Since its foundation, EUROCLIO has, through its 
member Associations organised hundreds of capacity building activities throughout Europe and be-
yond. Professional teams have developed and implemented a variety of innovative, ready-to-use 
teaching materials and textbooks. Furthermore, a number of individual experts have been active in 
teacher-training and consultancy in many countries in Europe and beyond through EUROCLIO. The 
Association has acquired special experience with teaching history in politically sensitive regions. 

All work within EUROCLIO is built on an internationally-oriented approach to the subject. This focus is 
furthered through the organization of training and knowledge-transfer, bringing together participants 

and expertise from a range of locations from North, South, East, and West 
Europe, and beyond. Through this process, EUROCLIO has facilitated the pro-
duction of innovative and trans-national teaching resources and tools, stimu-
lated modern language capacities, with a focus on English language as the lan-
guage of international communication, without neglecting the value of other 
important languages within the framework of international communication.
Through developing and implementing international standards, dis-
cussing academic results and debating political influence in the sub-
ject, EUROCLIO opens a window of internationalism for its mem-

“All work within 
EUROCLIO is built 

on an interna-
tionally-oriented 
approach to the 

subject
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ber Associations and their individual members, allowing the Association of Associations to 
function as a Centre for the Advancement of History, Heritage and Citizenship Education.

In order to fulfil the Association’s aims and goals, EUROCLIO and its Members participate in the inter-
national discourse on the learning and teaching of history, heritage and citizenship through participa-
tion in events and stakeholders meetings,  interviews, letters and articles in national and international 
media. EUROCLIO offers an intermediary position and facilitates dissemination of information to net-
works, organisations as well as individuals. EUROCLIO envisages to further this position becoming the 
internationally recognized network, voice and focal point for responsible history, heritage and citizen-
ship education in Europe and beyond.
 

	 MEMBERSHIP

EUROCLIO member organisations embrace in 2010 79 independent history educators’ Associations 
and institutes from Albania, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia-Herze-

govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, North and South Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, England, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Georgia, 
Greece, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Israel, Kosovo, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Republic of Macedonia, Malta, Mo-
rocco, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, Northern Ireland, Nor-
way, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Scotland, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and Wales. 
Through these networks it reaches out to more than 40.000 history 
educators in Europe and beyond.

MISSION

EUROCLIO desires to implement responsible and innovative history and citizenship education in Eu-
rope by promoting collaborative values, critical awareness, mutual respect, peace, stability and de-

mocracy. The Association envisages to prevent 
the abuse of history, heritage and citizenship 
education by promoting respect for diversity, 
human rights, intercultural dialogue and collab-
oration between stakeholders. EUROCLIO seeks 
to enhance the quality of history and citizenship 
education through the innovation of the subject 
contents, methodology and pedagogy and the 
professionalization and capacity-building of his-

tory, heritage and 
c i t i z e n s h i p 
e d u c a t o r s . 
The Association promotes a European sense of belonging without 
neglecting the global, national and regional perspective. EUROCLIO 
encourages the founding, enhancing and professionalization of the 
independent Associations of history and citizenship educators as 
active civil society organisations.

The Association stimulates the transfer of sound academic his-
torical knowledge, educational theory and methodological dis-

“The 
Association pro-
motes a European 
sense of belonging 
without neglecting 
the global, national 
and regional perspec-
tive
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course to the school and training institute levels, history and citizenship curricula and textbook and as-
sessment development. In order to achieve these goals EUROCLIO utilizes knowledge and experience 
transfer through peer-learning, exchange of expertise and a system of expert, peer and student reviewing. 

 The work of the Association centres on three main pillars of activities: 

•	 Capacity Building and Knowledge Exchange, including training in the develop-
ment and implementation of innovative educational material and research on issues 
related to history and history and citizenship education.
 
•	 Networking, Sharing and Dissemination of Experience and Information, in-
cluding sustaining and extending an international professional and partner network, 
maintaining and promoting a website, editing and circulating Newsletters and publi-
cations on the learning and teaching of history.

•	 Supporting Participatory and Sustainable Professional Civil Society, stimulat-
ing, initiating and empowering independent history and citizenship educators’ As-
sociations as multipliers in Europe and beyond. 

	 ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

EUROCLIO is an Association under The Netherlands’ jurisdiction with its domicile in The Hague. The 
Association consists of five bodies: the Annual General Assembly, an international Board, an Audit 

Committee, an Honorary Board and a professional Secretariat. The Annual General Assembly is the 
responsible decision-making body with voting rights for the 66 
Full Members, independent Associations of history, heritage 
and citizenship educators. The present international Board, with 
members from Greece, Denmark, Germany, The Netherlands, 
Turkey and Ukraine leads the Association and the present audit 
commission, with members from Russia and Sweden and Nor-
way, reviews the financial management and policy of the Associ-
ation. The Honorary Board consists of well-known historians and 
politicians from Estonia, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Latvia, The 
Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia and United Kingdom who have 
demonstrated a keen interest in the role of history and history 
education in society. The EUROCLIO Secretariat, with an international staff, runs the Association on a day-
to-day basis. The Secretariat acts as intermediary organisation, facilitates the work of the members Asso-
ciations and cooperates with members and partners in projects carrying out mission of the Association.  
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	 TARGET GROUPS 

EUROCLIO targets a wide variety of stakeholders. These include history, heritage and citizen-
ship educators Associations and other institutes in the same field. History, heritage and citizen-

ship teachers, trainee teachers, and teacher trainers; history and citizenship curriculum develop-
ers, textbook authors and assessment specialists; history and citizenship advisers and inspectors; 
history and citizenship students in primary and secondary education and their parents; history 
scholars and students; educational publishers, and educational and academic media; national 
and international educational authorities and policy makers; and media, museums and libraries.  
				  

	 			 

	 	 EUROCLIO AGENDA 2020

THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION

In 2010 most European countries are involved in processes of educational innovation. However the 
pace and results of these processes are different, as ample research evidence shows. EUROCLIO 

has in the last 15 years played an active role in the implementation of reforms in history education 
on a trans-national level. Simultaneously, EUROCLIO enquiries, and other sources, demonstrate not 
only a return but an increase of traditional national approaches to (history) education. History, herit-
age and citizenship education in 2010 is still notably misused from time-to-time to achieve national 
political goals, instead of helping young generations to understand the world they live in. Therefore 
the mission of EUROCLIO to support the development of history, heritage and citizenship educa-
tion in Europe that promotes critical awareness, peace, and democracy is in 2010 still highly rele-
vant. A sound use of history education towards the building and deepening of democratic societies, 
connecting professionals and therefore students across boundaries of countries, ethnicities and re-
ligions, is still a goal which Europe should strive towards. EUROCLIO will continue to promote the 
need for an innovative, attractive, engaging and relevant history, heritage and citizenship education 
supporting a 21st Century knowledge-based society, aiming towards peace, stability and democracy. 

Methodology

EUROCLIO has been able to define and pragmatically refine an innovative history 
and citizenship education methodology building on the practical work carried 

out within numerous initiatives since 1991. This methodology has been proven to 
be applicable when addressing more difficult, sensitive and controversial issues. EU-
ROCLIO’s method fosters the development of historical consciousness and histori-
cal thinking. Several external reviews acknowledge EUROCLIO’s methodology as a 
unique contribution to the field of modern educational methodology . The approach 
is process-orientation centred and believes in reinforcing professional talents as fun-
damental resources for innovation and change. The teaching resources and tools 
are based on collaborative work, the adoption of an agreed operational framework, 
and a closely moderated procedure of assessing, reviewing and piloting. To teach 
the abilities to analyse, to interpret, to judge, to critically think and to question are 
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the fundamentals of a good history and citizenship lesson. These skills are essen-
tial for historians and citizens alike. EUROCLIO promotes the use of European Refer-
ence Framework. Several of the key and transversal competencies, such as the digital 
competences; learning to learn; social and civic competences, cultural awareness, 
expression and transversal competencies critical thinking, creativity, problem solv-
ing and decision-taking are directly applicable in innovative and creative history and 
citizenship education. Such competencies reach much further than these school sub-
jects alone. They are basic skills for new jobs. EUROCLIO will continue to promote 
competence-based and outcome-based learning within its work.

Historical Knowledge

Responsible and innovative teaching history requires an integrated approach 
and demands new ways to address the significance of historical knowledge. This 
means an enhanced balance between geographical dimensions and political, cul-
tural, economic and social perspectives, as well as a shift towards a more Euro-
pean but also global perspective. New concepts such as migration, gender, mu-
tual inclusiveness, human rights, diversity and environment have to become an 
integrated part of the new school history narratives in Europe. EUROCLIO would 
like to continue to stimulate innovation of content in school history and citizen-
ship education to sustain the subject’s relevance also to young generations. 

Pedagogy

In many countries, students and other stakeholders have recently shown reservations 
about the benefit of school history, especially for students learning through vocational 
education. This problem demands serious reproach about the tradition of memoriz-
ing a wide variety of historical facts. Such reservations demand the implementation of 

an innovative, engaging, student-centred peda-
gogy, fostering independent and creative learn-
ers, also taking into account the age-group and 
the intellectual level of the students. EUROCLIO 
would like to continue to stimulate the profes-
sional group of educators to reinforce inspiring, 
engaging, and interactive pedagogy in school 
history, heritage and citizenship education.

New Paradigm

These shifts in contents, methods as well as pedagogy of 
school history aim to implement a new paradigm of his-
tory and citizenship education, based on learning histo-
ry openly, with diverse and critical narratives. EUROCLIO 
will continue to advocate an educational approach that 
does not white-wash or sanitize problematic national 
and global narratives of the past. The Association does 
not present a non-controversial, rosy historical picture, 
but rather, an approach more multidimensional and com-
plex. Consequently, the result is a less one-sided, biased, 
and politicized history education than still exists in some countries in Europe and beyond.
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Reconciliation 

Much of the past work of the Association has been focused on teaching history with-
in problematic political contexts. Through this work of EUROCLIO, the Association 
might qualify as an example for reconciliation through teaching history. It follows 
those experts who argue that content and methodology can promote long term rec-
onciliation by enhancing critical thinking, the willingness to question simplistic nar-

ratives, promoting empathy skills and promoting ability to disagree about 
interpretations of the past and their implications for present social 
issues without resort to violence . It also follows those who argue 
that there is a need to challenge the dominant negative national 
narratives and to also stress the more positive experiences of liv-
ing together . EUROCLIO will continue to work with its member or-
ganizations in these regions to search for ways of teaching history, 
heritage and citizenship, which dimnish tensions across bounda-
ries of countries and between ethnic and religious communities. 

Information Technology 

Today’s classroom environment is changing. With the growth of the so-called infor-
mation society and an increase in digital literacy, EUROCLIO is building information 
technology in every action, stimulating the use of the World Wide Web. There is 
a wealth of digital resources and tools that can be used for history, heritage and 
citizenship education. EUROCLIO will strive to open access to these educational 
resources and tools, and support the development of innovative 
ICT-centred teaching methodologies that help to address the new 
needs of young persons. The free flow of ideas across the internet 
has many positive benefits for younger generations; access to infor-
mation, images, videos, knowledge and the wider world. As a re-
sult, historical information, sources and com-
mentaries are now more easily available than 
ever. However, uncritical use of free informa-
tion leads to one-sided interpretations and a 
lack of knowledge and understanding of the 
wider significance of issues. Attractive ICT-
based teaching methods, resources and tools, 
appealing to youngsters and leading to en-
hanced critical thinking are much needed to enlarge the critical mass that 
takes responsible civil action in democratic societies. The Association will con-
tinue to train professionals to develop competencies amongst their students 
to critically use and understand (historical) information available in the media. 

Since 2009 EUROCLIO has started Historiana programme . www.Historiana.eu is the 
online educational resource that enables the young generations learning about Eu-

“Teach-
ing re-
sources 
and tools 
are based 
on collabo-
rative work
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rope’s past and heritage. The website is organized around six themes: People on the 
Move, Rights and Responsibilities, Conflict and Cooperation, Life and Leisure, Work 
and Technology, and Ideas and Ideologies offering a great variety of digital historical 
sources and national case studies that are ideal for use in a transborder and culturally 
diverse settings. The online materials are designed to transfer knowledge, to develop 
key competencies and critical thinking and to promote multi-perspectivity. The on-line 
tool offers opportunities to compare and contrast various locations and periods. His-
toriana visualizes an innovative and creative alternative to the idea of a European His-
tory Textbook. EUROCLIO will focus on building and extending this educational resource.  

Evaluation and Assessment Procedures

In order to realize the initiated innovations in methods and content, there is an ap-
parent need for a change in testing, evaluation, assessment and examination sys-
tems. Too often there is still a strong concentration on assessing knowledge, and 
little space for evaluating skills and attitudes. Since the early nineteen-nineties EU-
ROCLIO is supporting colleagues who promote innovative evaluation systems based 
on approaches such as outcome based learning and assessment for leaning. How-
ever, expertise, even in 2010, is still in an early stage of development. The Asso-
ciation wants to continue to stimulate this process, updating assessment meth-
ods and initiating discussions about the benefits of standards for summative and 
formative assessment methods that correlate with methodological innovations. 
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THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO TOWARDS THE CITIZENSHIP AGENDA

Education for European Citizenship

In many European countries the lack of interest in political issues and 
the low voter turn-outs in elections reveal a crisis in civic participa-

tion.  Recent elections in many countries from the local to the Europe-
an level demonstrate that engaged citizenship is not a natural value of 
the majority of individuals. Youngsters who grew up in democracies 
are accustomed to rights that have been achieved in the past and many 
take peace, freedom of speech and stability for granted. History, herit-
age and citizenship education based on EUROCLIO’s methodology pro-
motes a European sense of belonging as it believes that such an approach can influence people's sense of 
identity and the extent to which they are willing to be part of Europe. This European sense of belonging 
is not only fostered through (historical) knowledge transfer but also by enhancing democratic skills, val-
ues, beliefs and attitudes. EUROCLIO believes that innovative history, heritage and citizenship education 
focusing on an understanding of social cohesion, democracy and human rights and responsibilities are 
fundamental for a vibrant future political system. It is necessary to develop alongside knowledge, posi-
tive attitudes among young people, promoting active citizenship, inclusion and intercultural dialogue. 

The choice of EUROCLIO to encourage and further independent, responsible and sustainable volunteer 
communities of professionals, connected in  Civil society organisations of History, heritage and citizen-
ship Educators, is a manner to responsibly engage educators in their national community and in the 
wider European society. 

Increasingly Diverse European Societies 

Societies in 21st Century Europe have become increasingly diverse due to processes of migration 
and globalization. It is sometimes very easy to forget that in actual 

fact, societies in the past were often far more diverse than the present 
grand national narratives usually convey. People have reacted differ-
ently to the opportunities and challenges that multicultural societies of-
fer. Reasserting national identity and strengthening stereotypes seems a 
common fallback option for many. However, the Association 
believes strongly that such a fallback hampers intercultural 
dialogue, social cohesion and equality in society thus mak-
ing many European societies less interconnected and more 
segregated. EUROCLIO believes that history education has 
to play a specific role in promoting social cohesion and inclu-
sion through inter-cultural, inter-generational and inter-reli-

gious dialogue. Responsible his-
tory, heritage and citizenship education challenges stereotypes about the 
‘other’ communities, showing shared experiences and addresses topics 
such as diversity, inclusion and migration. EUROCLIO will continue to 
train professionals in developing and implementing of inclusive teach-
ing tools and resources respecting ethnic, language, religious, gender 
and social diversity, suitable for increasingly diverse European societies. 

Cultural Heritage

“EUROCLIO be-
lieves that history 
education has to 
play a specific role in 
promoting social co-
hesion and inclusion
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Cultural heritage, in the EU Enlargement Sector Plan for Cultural Heritage and History is defined 
as the legacy of physical artefacts and intangible attributes of a group 

or society that are inherited from past generations, maintained in the 
present and bestowed for the benefit of future generations. The paper un-
derstands intangible heritage as heritage that deals with aspects or means 
of behaviour in a society including: social values, traditions, customs and 
practices, aesthetic and spiritual beliefs, artistic expression, language, 
history and other aspects of human activity. Heritage education also em-
bodies challenges, as it is traditionally related to a 
national, rather exclusive grand narrative. EURO-
CLIO consequently supports the development of 
the European Heritage Label.  The Association be-
lieves the label will help to increase public aware-
ness of our common yet diverse cultural heritage. 
The labelled heritage can be used as European on  
site learning tools, contributing to strengthening 
European young peoples' sense of belonging and 
of shared common historical experience. The As-
sociation will continue to be involved stressing the 
importance of this Heritage Label for an inclusive approach to Europe’s history and heritage. 

National identity and heritage play an important role in history cur-
ricula and history textbooks in many European countries. Since long 
EUROCLIO has considered inter-community and cross-border herit-
age education an important component alongside history and citizen-
ship education, and has therefore stimulated cooperation between 
educators and heritage institutions. In 2009 the Association has 
brought together a large consortium of heritage institutions to en-
able the Historiana project to become the gateway to European his-
tory and heritage . It will continue to further this network connecting 
European heritage to cross-border history and citizenship education.

“The Association will 
continue to stimulate 
the development of 
innovative profes-
sional networks and 
Associations situated 
in countries in, and 
beyond, Europe. 
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THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO TOWARDS GOOD GOVERNANCE

Membership Policy

Keeping up good governance within a Member Organisation with 79 independent and volunteer 
History Educators’ Associations and Institutes from 53 countries representing more than 40.000 

history and citizenship educators in Europe and beyond, is a considerable commitment. 

The 2009 and 2010 EUROCLIO General Assemblies experienced decreasing participation. Internal and 
external explanations have been identified and are being addressed, however it is evident that also for 
the future a full face-to-face participation of all EUROCLIO Member Associations will be difficult, if not 
impossible. EUROCLIO will henceforth investigate innovative and interactive online meeting and voting 
procedures for those Member Associations who will not be able to physically join the Annual Assembly. 

This community of volunteering professionals represents a wide variety of needs and demands. EU-
ROCLIO seeks continuously for ways to receive feedback on its actions, to involve Member Associa-
tions and to inspire them with suggestions and support for activities, actions and projects. Also for 
the future the EUROCLIO Board will vary its meeting places across Europe in order to meet with dif-
ferent Members Association representatives. The Association also will continue to support and organ-
ises events in as many as possible countries to give members a maximum benefit of its Membership.
A communication platform of at least 40000 history and citizenship educators needs to be maintained 
and updated. In order to involve this large group of people, a wide dissemination of information about 
goals, activities, opportunities, results and challenges is 
required.  EUROCLIO uses all the usual tools; an elabo-
rate website, newsletters, publications, press releases, 
articles, trainings, seminars, lectures, workshops, indi-
vidual consultancies to reach out to a wide audience of 
stakeholders. This work is ongoing and cannot be under-
stood as a project with a time limit. This long term proc-
ess requires frequent rejuvenating of an educator’s audi-
ence and the constant need for updated knowledge and 
information transfer. EUROCLIO will continue to adapt 
its information dissemination tools to new opportuni-
ties presented by the information-based societies, such 
as Blogs and Social Networks like Twitter and Facebook.

Sustainable Volunteer Professional Civil Society

Civil society is Europe’s human and organizational capital, built 
on the dedication of individuals and groups who feel respon-

sible for the well-being of the society they live in. As individual 
professionals have limited power, many history professionals in 
Europe have set up over the last 20 years independent national 
history and citizenship educators Associations, with many of them 
in this endeavour supported by EUROCLIO. These local Associa-
tions develop ownership within history and citizenship education 
based on inter-ethnic collaboration, collegial common action and 
agreed responsibility. They act as sustainable multipliers and seek 
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to raise the professional profile of history educators among other stakeholders in history education. 
These Associations and their Boards operate generally on a voluntary basis, and the continu-
ity of these organisations depends entirely on the commitment of new generations of history and 
citizenship educators willing to take responsibility. The situation is also heavily reliant on do-
nors continuing to recognize the value of independent, volunteer civil society organisations. EU-
ROCLIO understands the problems of its member Associations and will continue to inspire, ac-
tivate, facilitate and involve member Associations and to seek persistently for opportunities for 
further Institutional development including management, financial, and entrepreneurial skills 
among its member organisations. The Association will continue to stimulate the development of 
innovative professional networks and Associations situated in countries in, and beyond, Europe. 

THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON EXTERNAL PRESSURE ON HISTO-
RY, HERITAGE AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

The current 79 EUROCLIO (Associated) member Associa-
tions recognize that history, heritage and citizenship edu-

cators have a special responsibility towards society. They are 
aware of the extra-ordinary sensitivity of the subjects regard-
ing the political and ideological environment in which they 
teach. Therefore, EUROCLIO and its member Associations and 
organisations have since the beginning of their cooperation in 
1993, made every effort to develop history into an engaging, 
innovative subject for young people, free from negative po-
litical pressure and offering meaning to an education for good 
citizenship. In 2010, the Association has started the process to develop a Compass for Responsi-
ble History Education. It envisages to have this document accepted the basis document for his-
tory education professionals in Europe and beyond. EUROCLIO also want to further increase the 
links between classroom teaching and the communities of parents, politicians and journalists. 
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THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON LIFE LONG LEARNING

Professional Capacity Building

History, heritage and citizenship education for the 21st Century demand that young people have 
knowledge and competencies in order to analyze, to think critically, to judge and to solve prob-

lems . It is clear that despite the ongoing educational reforms in Europe, the implementation of 
such innovative learning, also identified in the European Union Key and Transversal Competencies, 
is still in its infancy. For 20 years, numerous recommendations what and how to innovate and to im-
prove are published, but still far too little tailored practical solutions and applications are available. 

For many in the teaching profession, innovation, key competencies 
and outcome-based learning were not part of their initial training. 
Even in 2010, many initial teacher training institutes do not teach 
the practical implications of such approaches. In many European 
countries, in-service training programmes addressing these issues 
are hardly developed. EUROCLIO recognizes the needs for quality 
improvement and empowers its members to enhance their profes-
sional capacities in order to prepare their students for this highly 
developed knowledge-based society. The Association will continue 

to support national and international in-service and pre-service 
activities through the transfer of competencies by sharing good 
practice, expertise transfer and peer learning training, building 
on acquired experience. EUROCLIO fully supports its members 
to face the requirements for new teacher qualifications. EURO-
CLIO continues to keep motivating history and citizenship educa-
tors to learn foreign languages in order to enhance cross-border 
communication and exposure to cross border peer-learning and 
expertise. The Association seeks continual opportunities to em-
power capacity building activities for its member Associations. 

Access to Life Long Learning

EUROCLIO embraces the mobility opportunities offered by European Lifelong Learning Programmes 
to improve the innovative professionalism and a European sense of belonging of history, heritage 

and citizenship educators . Individual members of EUROCLIO member Associations are eager to enrol 
in these training opportunities, to engage in the unique opportunities of face-to-face trans-border 
knowledge-exchange. Unfortunately the accessibility to, and involvement in, these programmes is not 
without problems. Educators are often required to fill out lengthy and complex forms and their appli-
cations are regularly rejected, without a proper justification. The rules and regulations between coun-
tries differ and there is little transparency about the criteria for acceptation and rejection. The overall 
regulations towards application deadlines are not in tune with the flow of the conventional school year. 

An EUROCLIO inquiry in 2008, revealed that Lifelong Learning for school educators is also hindered 
by problems related to national cultures in school regulations. Teachers are of-
ten not allowed to leave school for training; they receive insufficient or even not 
any financial support for participation, they have to take unpaid leave or even 
are forced to cover the cost for their substitution. In several European coun-
tries, teachers’ cross-border professional training is practically denied. EUROCLIO 
therefore will continue to address opportunities to increase the quality and ef-
ficiency of training opportunities with its target group and participation in na-

“EUROCLIO recognizes 
the needs for quality im-
provement [...] in order 
to prepare their students 
for [a] highly developed 
knowledge-based society
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tional and international professional capacity building also using open and flexible distance learning. 

THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON RESEARCH

Impact Research

EUROCLIO acknowledges that quality education is dependent on application of the ‘knowledge tri-
angle’ of education, research and innovation. Since 1993 the Association has stimulated innovative 

and trans-border approaches to history. Observing the present curricula for the learning and teaching of 
history, heritage and citizenship in many countries in Europe, we might conclude that this work has been 
effective.  However present donors more and more require evidence-based information about the effec-
tiveness and impact of EUROCLIO’s work. We share this concern but know that currently a scientifically 
formulated method for impact assessment of such work as EUROCLIO’s hardly exists. Therefore EUROCLIO 
actively seeks for opportunities for this to be developed and to be used in impact assessment of EUROCLIO’s 
work. The Association looks to explore collaboration with a range of research institutions on this concept. 

Trends in History and Citizenship Education

On a yearly basis for more than 10 years EUROCLIO has conducted an annual questionnaire among 
its members to gain a better understanding about the current European trends in the learning and 

teaching of history and citizenship. The results of these questionnaires are available on the website. In 
the future EUROCLIO will continue to carry out surveys among its network.

EUROCLIO is regularly asked for partnerships by Universities and Research Institutions. It will also in the 
future be open for such partnerships.
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THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON TRANSNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

EUROCLIO has developed over the last two decades a wide variety of Partnerships. It has special relation-
ships with several Intergovernmental Organisations, Organisations and Institutes related to history and 

history and citizenship education and special interest networks. EUROCLIO active contributes to reinforce 
Civil Society Dialogue (both among civil society actors and between civil society and political institutions).

Relations with intergovernmental organisations

EUROCLIO has always been active to build active relations with 
intergovernmental organisations active in the field of history, her-
itage and citizenship education. As a result, the Association has 
been recognized by several intergovernmental organisations as 

an important actor in the field of history, heritage and citizenship education. 
UNESCO counts EUROCLIO among their partnerships with civil society organiza-
tions that have experience in creating quality learning materials.   The Association 
has recently started the process of applying for official relations with UNESCO. 

Since 2009 EUROCLIO has begun to work alongside the Unit-
ed Nations Alliance of Civilizations, which is aiming to im-
prove understanding and cooperative relations amongst na-
tions and peoples across cultures and religions, and to help 

counter the forces that fuel polarization and extremism. EUROCLIO and the Al-
liance have agreed to cooperate on history and citizenship education in the Bal-
kans and study options for cooperative work in the Mediterranean Region. 

EUROCLIO was established on a request of the Council of Europe in 
1991. Since then, EUROCLIO obtained participatory status as inter-
national non-governmental organisation with the Council of Europe 
conference of iNGO’s  and has worked in active partnership with the 
Council of Europe in a wide variety of pan-European, regional and 

national projects regarding history and citizenship education. Since 1996 Coun-
cil of Europe Recommendations towards the member states have regularly men-
tioned and worked with EUROCLIO as a vehicle for educational change that should 
be expanded. In 1996 it recommended government support should be given to 
the setting up of independent national Associations of history teachers and that 
their active involvement in the European history teachers' Association EUROCLIO 
should be encouraged . In 2001 EUROCLIO participated in the many meeting that 
preceded the drafting of this important recommendation about the basic princi-
ples of responsible history education .And the Recommendation 1880 about His-
tory teaching in conflict and post-conflict areas from 2009 calls again to encourage 
teachers to join Associations of history teachers and attend events such as those 
run by EUROCLIO in order to help develop confidence, experience and expertise. 

Since 2006 EUROCLIO has received support from the 
European Commission an operating grant within the 
Jean Monet Lifelong Learning Programme enabling the 
Association to carry out its basic work. The Associa-
tion is regularly invited to participate and present its 
ideas to Euro-parliamentary audiences and is a mem-
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ber of commission related networks such as the platforms for Life Long Learning, 
the European Economic and Social Committee, Citizenship and Multilingualism. EU-
ROCLIO will continue to enter to more EU Platforms such as the Civil Society Net-
work on Peace Building. The 2010 EU Enlargement Sector Plan for Cultural Heritage 
and History recognizes the importance of history education and the role of EURO-
CLIO as an example of active collaboration among European History educators.

In future, the Association will continue to collaborate with UNESCO, the Alliance of 
Civilisations, the Council of Europe and the European Union and possibly will ex-
tend its relationships to other Intergovernmental Organisations, such as the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the OSCE, who could exert their politi-
cal influence to work for responsible history and trans-border citizenship education. 
EUROCLIO is a willing partner to perform implementations and assessments in the 
fields of curricula change, textbooks, teaching, capacity building and methodology.

Partnerships in History and History, Heritage and Citizenship Education

In many European countries, becoming a 
teacher is a very low career priority. The av-
erage age of teachers in several European 
countries is above 50 years old . A potential 
reason for this is the lack of respect for the 
teaching profession. Policy-makers in his-
tory and citizenship education, politicians, 
educational experts and academic histori-
ans, do not always take into consideration 
the consequences of their educational pol-
icy. Innovated history and citizenship cur-
ricula are often not followed by genuine changes in the syllabi, textbooks, training, 
teaching and assessment methods. However, in policy assessments, (History) teach-
ers are often resultantly perceived as the unsuccessful executors of policy. EUROCLIO 
believes that a restored self-respect of the teaching profession should be achieved 
by the recognition of equality of the different stakeholders in the educational proc-
ess. Partnerships and synergy between academic historians, politicians, educational 
authorities, trainers and teachers based on mutual respect and acknowledgement of 
specific competencies of each player would increase the quality of the young genera-
tion of history and citizenship educators, thereby enhancing the quality of learning 
for future generations. EUROCLIO will continue to voice the concerns of the profes-
sion, allowing them to be taken into consideration through stimulating and building 

strategic partnerships with all involved in the sector. 
EUROCLIO is happy to see, that over the years, distin-
guished historians and politicians have shown a spe-
cial interest in the role of history in society. In order 
to show this commitment some were asked to give 
their name to the Honorary Board of the Association. 
The Association will continue to look for special op-
portunities to inform and involve these stakeholders 
in the work on the trans-border learning and teach-
ing of history and will continue to invite eminent 
persons for the Honorary Board where necessary.

“The Association will 
continue to look for 
special opportunities 
to inform and involve 
these stakeholders in 
the work on the trans-
border learning and 
teaching of history [...]
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Membership of international and European special interest networks 

EUROCLIO is a member of the Anna Lindh Foundation for Dialogue between 
Cultures, which is bringing people together from across the Mediterrane-
an to improve mutual respect between cultures in the Euro-med region. 
The Association has participated in a variety of events organised by the 
foundation and carries out since 2009 an Anna Lindh project to develop 
online teaching materials on the topic of migration. In 2009, the EUROCLIO 

project History in Action was awarded the silver EuroMed Award for Intercultural Dia-
logue for Peace and Co-Existence, which was organized by the Anna Lind Foundation. 

EUROCLIO is member the European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong Learn-
ing (EUCIS-LLL) which promotes European-wide cooperation among civil soci-
ety organizations in education and training. Since 2010, the EUROCLIO Execu-

tive Director is member of the EUCIS-LLL Steering Committee. 

EUROCLIO is since 2010 member of the European Network of Third Sector Leaders 
(EUCLID) connecting leaders to facilitate peer-learning, pan-European partnerships, 
influence processes, and make the sector as a whole stronger and more innovative. 
EUROCLIO contributed to their report on the financial policy towards civil Society 
organizations of the European Union. 

EUROCLIO is also a member of the European Civic Forum; a young network with a 
strong European ambition; to encourage a civic and popular ownership of Europe 
by its citizens. The forum has 91 Associations as members from 23 countries in the 
European Union all working in citizenship and civic education. 

EUROCLIO will continue to be actively involved in all these networks and will continue to 
propose concrete solutions based on its expertise, the competencies and the experience. 
It will also continue to search for new networks, which fostering carrying out is mission.

Global Connections

In the last years EUROCLIO’s activities stretched the tra-
ditional limits of Europe. This development stressed the 
need for EUROCLIO to grow further then Europe. The As-
sociation has been invited on numerous occasions to share 
its expertise and best practice with countries outside of 
Europe. Thus, EUROCLIO has developed links with the Cau-
casus, the Middle East, USA, North Africa, and North-East 
Asia. On a daily basis, EUROCLIO follows global trends and 
events connected to history education. In the coming dec-
ade it will strive to strengthen its position as an active 
participant in addressing global challenges connected to history, heritage and 
citizenship education and deepen our cooperation with history and citizenship 
educators, relevant policy makers, think tanks and NGO’s from all over the world. 
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THE POSITION OF EUROCLIO ON VISIBILITY AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Lobby 

EUROCLIO has become a central European civil society organization providing solutions to some 
of Europe's most pressing problems including a lack of sense of belonging of Europe’s (younger) 

population. We communicate the Association’s contribution to the European project and spread this 
message through meetings with a wide variety of agents. A measurable result can only be achieved 
when the work of the Association is mainstreamed into curricula, textbooks, national teacher training 
programmes, school teaching and examination programmes. Therefore Europe-wide political and gov-
ernmental endorsement is indispensible. Henceforth, the Associations continue its awareness-raising 
activities among national and European politicians and educational authorities. At the same time it 
will stimulate and support its Members organisations with all possible means for their lobby work on 
a local level.  

Funding 

In order to achieve its goals the Association continue its search for appropriate resources provided 
by a range of national and international donors. Since 2005 EUROCLIO has been able to diversify its 

donor community, and it will continue to seek opportunities do so. The Association is constantly im-
proving the usage of existing resources. EUROCLIO also will seek to acquire an AMBI status, which will 
facilitate the opportunity to seek and receive private and commercial grants.

Dissemination of information and network development  

A communication platform of at least 40000 history and citizenship educators needs to be main-
tained and updated. In order to involve this large group of people, a wide dissemination of infor-

mation on the goals, activities, opportunities, results and challenges of the Association is necessary. 
EUROCLIO uses all the usual tools; an elaborate website, newsletters, publications, press releases, 
trainings, seminars, workshops, events, lectures, articles, meetings, consultations and individual con-
sultancies to reach out to a wide-as-possible audience. 

Media 

EUROCLIO has certainly an interest in working with the press to take part in public opinion debates 
when relevant. Ensuring a good media coverage for the organisation’s activities is also an efficient 

way to widen the impact of EUROCLIO’s work beyond the project participants. Eventually, the press 
cannot be ignored if we want to influence policy-makers on a national and international level. 

However it is not always easy to attract the attention of the media. EUROCLIO will in the coming 
period look to develop an effective strategy for communication with the press: the organisation is 
constantly working on it. This strategy includes a systematic identification of the relevant persons to 
contact, as well as timely actions considering European priorities, or national and international news. 
The wording of EUROCLIO messages going to the press have to be able to catch public opinion’s at-
tention. Recently EUROCLIO has been trying to use some tips received from specialists to improve its 
relation with the press: build sustainable relationships with individual journalists, step into the EU 
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press environment in Brussels, and involve the members to reach out to national media. Press releases 
and press conferences as the main tools to work with the press are regularly released and organ-
ised when an outcome of EUROCLIO work is identified as valuable and appealing for a wider world.  

For projects dealing with sensitive history, the Association generally works in (relative) silence in order 
to prevent negative pressure on the professional groups. Only when the project participants feel em-
powered enough to tell the story of their collaboration it becomes possible to try and reach out to the 
press. And this usually turns out rather successful when the out breaking dimension of EUROCLIO work 
is stressed, with for instance the project in the Balkans (examples of press outreach).

RISKS FOR THE FUTURE OF EUROCLIO

Since the start of the crisis in 2008 the situation of EUROCLIO, like other NGOs have become more endan-
gered. Political priorities show a further diminishing attention for Europe as a political necessity. The 

choice to support the European integration process has become a political choice, rather than a widely-
held, assumed imperative. More and more national politicians use school history as tool for building inter-
nal cohesion; however they deny that creating a sense of European belonging is necessary for Europeans. 
EUROCLIO envisages to increase its visibility among politicians and policy makers to approach this issue. 

Reduced Project Opportunities

International funding, allocated to international projects, culture and education has been substan-
tially reduced by the economic crisis and changes in priorities due to new political landscapes. The 

traditional income is reduced, due to a generalised decrease of Government spending and changes in 
the political climate in European states. Donors take much longer to decide and furthermore, there 
are often delays in the reimbursement of grant money from donors, causing additional problems.   EU-
ROCLIO will continue to seek funding for its work with a keen eye on widening its donor community.

Complex Financial Requirements

Acquisition of projects is complex and time-consuming and encompasses lengthy and rather inflexible 
procedures, leaving little room for dialogue between grant-giver and grant-seeker. Grants are regular-

ly insufficient to cover the real human resources needs, they have difficulty to accept voluntary work as an 
in-kind contribution and give insufficient coverage of overhead costs, limiting the operational capabilities 
of NGOs. The non-profit rule of the EU does not allow any reserve building for the Association, further com-
plicating the liquidity situation. EUROCLIO will continue to apply for financial support for its work. It will 
keep sharing its misgivings about the procedures and will seek partnerships to overcome these challenges.
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Liquidity and Creation of an Operational Reserve
 

Financial terms of projects might also be problematic due to demands for co- , self and pre-fi-
nancing. It is not always easy to secure the additional funding. The requirements of different 

donors are often contradictory and even inflexible. Self-financing requirements are difficult to fulfil 
due to little ‘standard’ income through the membership fees of the Association. Liquidity positions 
might be hampered by the pre- financing requests. Due to administrative and financial require-
ments, EUROCLIO occasionally has difficulties to find a proper balance between the implemen-
tation of responsible and innovative history education and bureaucratic procedures. EUROCLIO 
will therefore continue to make these problems evident to the wider donor community, includ-
ing governments, through individual actions and participating in international lobby networks.

In 2010, EUROCLIO has almost two decades of experience as a unique European platform for His-
tory and Citizenship education, giving a European-wide voice to grassroots practitioners and providing 
unique opportunities for professional development. Depending upon donor priorities over the coming 
period, and using the energy, ideas and expertise of its network the Association is eager to continue its 
work. The separate Action plan 2011-1014 shows its vitality and ambition.

EUROCLIO Secretariat 
Laan van Meerdervoort 70
2517AN The Hague
The Netherlands

T: +31(0) 70 3817836
F: +31(0) 70 3853669
E: info@euroclio.eu

www.euroclio.eu

Join us on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIN
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